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Writ t en by Pam Bart let t  Quint anilla on 22 May 2014 in News

Candidates acro ss the po lit ical spectrum are called upo n to  increase t ransparency in the EU, writes Pam
Bart let t  Quintanilla.

It  is  widely kno wn that  Brussels is  Euro pe' s lo bbying capital and that  glo bally, it  is  seco nd o nly to  Washingto n in

terms o f  the number o f  lo bbyists dedicated to  inf luencing legislat io n and po licy o n behalf  o f  their clients o r

interest  gro ups.

Est imates o f  the number o f  lo bbyists in Brussels range f ro m 15 to  30,000, while the EU' s vo luntary
t ransparency register which o nly co vers the parliament  and co mmissio n, lists o nly abo ut  6000 interest  gro ups.

The lack o f  basic info rmat io n abo ut  the number o f  interest  gro ups in Brussels and the nature o f  their ro le in the
EU' s decisio n-making pro cess makes it  dif f icult  to  ho ld these acto rs to  acco unt  and leads to  increased
accusat io ns that  the Euro pean inst itut io ns are no t  wo rking in favo ur o f  the public interest . Mass pro tests
blaming the EU fo r austerity po licies are a prime example o f  this.

In fact , just  this mo nth the Guardian newspaper and o ther media o ut lets acro ss the EU repo rted o n the
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"MEPs have been called upon to
promote the introduction of  a
mandatory EU lobby register
which requires all EU lobbyists to
sign-up and to provide clear
information about their
resources"

pro blemat ic ro le o f  indust ry lo bbying o n EU law-making o n ro aming fees, energy po licy, to bacco  regulat io n,
data privacy rules and co nsumer pro tect io n. And an o pinio n po ll co mmissio ned in 2013 by leading t ransparency
NGOs revealed that  73 per cent  o f  cit izens po lled were " co ncerned that  lo bbyists represent ing the business
secto r have to o  much inf luence in EU po licy-making" , with the f igures rising up to  81 per cent  in Aust ria and 83
per cent  in Spain.

It  is  perhaps no  co incidence then, that  these two  co untries are also  respect ively in seco nd and third place in
terms o f  the numbers o f  MEP candidates that  have signed up to  the ' po lit ics fo r peo ple'  pledge. Germany is
current ly in f irst  place with o ver 230 candidate suppo rters, while Aust ria has 157 and Spain 121. The f igures
change ho urly as candidates sign up, so  it  is  wo rth visit ing the website f ro m t ime to  t ime to  check the numbers.

The pledge, which has candidates all acro ss Euro pe pro mising to  " stand-up fo r cit izens and demo cracy against
the excessive lo bbying inf luence o f  banks and big business"  if  elected, has secured suppo rt  f ro m o ver 1200
MEP candidates f ro m part ies acro ss the po lit ical spect rum and f ro m all 28 EU member states.

The campaign is run by the alliance fo r lo bbying t ransparency and ethics regulat io n (ALTER-EU), to gether with a
bro ad co alit io n o f  civil so ciety o rganisat io ns f ro m acro ss Euro pe, including act ive partners acro ss 19 EU
member states. Behind the pledge slo gan lie a range o f  co ncrete pro po sals aimed at  securing impro vements in
key areas such as lo bby t ransparency, ethics regulat io n, and balanced part icipat io n in EU decisio n-making.

Once elected, MEPs have been called upo n to  pro mo te the
int ro duct io n o f  a mandato ry EU lo bby register which requires all
EU lo bbyists to  sign-up and to  pro vide clear info rmat io n abo ut
their reso urces, aims and staff . T ransparency campaigners are
also  advising MEPs to  pro vide info rmat io n abo ut  lo bbying
co ntacts pro act ively, including by publishing an o nline list  o f  all
meet ings held with lo bbyists, as so me current  MEPs already do .

Other pro po sals seek to  ensure a balanced part icipat io n o f
dif ferent  secto rs o f  so ciety, no tably in the Euro pean
co mmissio n' s " expert  gro ups" , which advise the co mmissio n o n
future po licy and legislat io n. MEPs in the past  term were alerted
by ALTER EU and its member gro ups to  the fact  that  many
co mmissio n expert  gro ups were do minated by private interests, leading MEPs to  f reeze the budget  unt il the
co mmissio n pro mised refo rm.

Recent ly, the Euro pean o mbudsman also  launched an o wn-init iat ive inquiry into  the co mpo sit io n o f  expert
gro ups to  address the issue. MEPs in the next  parliamentary term sho uld therefo re lend their suppo rt  to
co nt inue these po sit ive ef fo rts.

In the f ield o f  ethics, the po lit ics fo r peo ple campaigners are calling fo r to ugh revisio ns to  the co de o f  co nduct
fo r members o f  the Euro pean parliament , highlight ing specif ically the co nf licts o f  interest  that  may be created
by MEPs'  seco nd jo bs, o r thro ugh the revo lving do o r pheno meno n – when the line between the regulated and
regulato rs beco mes blurred. Campaigners also  demand mo re detailed declarat io ns o f  interest  f ro m MEPs and a
ban o n external funding o f  staf f  and o ff ices.

Finally, the po lit ics fo r peo ple campaigners are calling o n MEPs to  guarantee cit izens'  right  to  kno w ho w
decisio ns are taken in Brussels including by ensuring that  EU do cuments and info rmat io n are pro -act ively
published and that  cit izens are invo lved in all stages o f  the decisio n-making pro cess and no t  o nly during the
pre-def ined perio ds o f  public co nsultat io n.

ALTER EU ho pes that  aro und 200 o f  the candidates that  endo rsed the pledge will eventually be elected and that
they will wo rk hand-in-hand with civil so ciety to  address the gro wing co ncern abo ut  the ro le o f  indust ry lo bbying
in EU decisio n-making and to  impro ve t ransparency and ethics in the Euro pean Unio n.

Abo ut  the autho r
Pam Bart let t  Quintanilla is  a member o f  the ALTER-EU steering co mmit tee and campaigner at  access info
Euro pe

Share this page

Tags

https://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=theparliament&source=tbx32-300&lng=en-US&s=google_plusone_share&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theparliamentmagazine.eu%2Farticles%2Fnews%2Fmeps-pledge-stand-citizens-and-democracy-against-excessive-lobbying&title=MEPs pledge to 'stand-up for citizens' and democracy against excessive lobbying %7C The Parliament Magazine&ate=AT-theparliament/-/-/537f5cd9f72fa44f/2&frommenu=1&uid=537f5cd9392567fe&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
https://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=theparliament&source=tbx32-300&lng=en-US&s=linkedin&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theparliamentmagazine.eu%2Farticles%2Fnews%2Fmeps-pledge-stand-citizens-and-democracy-against-excessive-lobbying&title=MEPs pledge to 'stand-up for citizens' and democracy against excessive lobbying %7C The Parliament Magazine&ate=AT-theparliament/-/-/537f5cd9f72fa44f/3&frommenu=1&uid=537f5cd935f911f2&ct=1&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha


 #EP2014

 EU Affairs

Categories
 Go vernment  and po lit ics

Related Articles
 Euro pean cit izens must  no t  take ' demo crat ic develo pment '  fo r granted

 MEP ethics rules need st ricter enfo rcement

 Federalism wo uld bring Euro pe ' clo ser to  the peo ple' ,  says MEP candidate

 EU exit  ' o nly way'  to  pro tect  Britain' s  interests

 EPP edging clo ser to  victo ry in race to  be Euro pean parliament ’s biggest  po lit ical gro up

Related Partner Content
 PM+: Euro pe needs to  put  aside ' failed po licies o f  past '

 PM+: MEPs must  ' stand-up'  fo r cit izens and demo cracy against  ' big business'

 PM+: New EU state aid guidelines ' maintain'  exist ing system

 PM+: EU po licymakers must  enhance ' co mpet it iveness and at t ract iveness'  fo r business

 PM+: Mo ntenegro ' s future place in Euro pe

Printer-f riendly versio n PDF versio n

Dods EU Monitoring: Free trial
To  t rack the issues in this art icle sign up fo r a f ree tailo red t rial o f  the Do ds EU Mo nito ring service, including
alerts, brief ings and agendas.

Get more  from the  Parliament Magazine

Addit io nal services f ro m the Parliament  Magazine include:

* Free daily and weekly email bullet ins to  keep yo u info rmed – sign up o n o ur regist rat io n page

* Take part  in discussio ns in o ur fo rum.

* Manage yo ur emails o r jo in o ur netwo rking directo ry by lo gging into  this  website .

* A fo rtnight ly magazine delivered to  yo u and packed with the latest  o pinio n and analysis – purchase a
subscript io n o nline

* Email us  to  sign up fo r o ur f ree fo rtnight ly newslet ter

Search Search

/tags/ep2014
/tags/eu-affairs
/categories/government-and-politics
/articles/news/european-citizens-must-not-take-democratic-development-granted
/articles/news/mep-ethics-rules-need-stricter-enforcement
/articles/news/federalism-would-bring-europe-closer-people-says-mep-candidate
/articles/news/eu-exit-only-way-protect-britains-interests
/articles/news/epp-edging-closer-victory-race-be-european-parliament%E2%80%99s-biggest-political-group
/articles/sponsored_article/pm-europe-needs-put-aside-failed-policies-past
/articles/sponsored_article/pm-meps-must-stand-citizens-and-democracy-against-big-business
/articles/sponsored_article/pm-new-eu-state-aid-guidelines-maintain-existing-system
/articles/sponsored_article/pm-eu-policymakers-must-enhance-competitiveness-and-attractiveness
/articles/sponsored_article/pm-montenegros-future-place-europe
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/print/1028
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/printpdf/1028
http://dodsmonitoring.eu/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=6&amp;Itemid=113&amp;lang=en
http://dodsmonitoring.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6&Itemid=113&lang=en
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/user/register
http://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/forum
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/user/login
http://www.dodsshop.co.uk/European+Union/The+Parliament+Magazine.html
mailto:izabela.kolodziej@dods.eu?subject=Fortnightly newsletter sign up&body=I would like to be added to the fortnightly magazine newsletter.


Stakeholder Reports

Patent  Protect ion and Enforcement  in the PRC
22 May 2014

This repo rt  aims to  pro vide an in depth descript io n and assessment  o f  the current  status
o f  the pro tect io n and enfo rcement  o f  intellectual pro perty rights (IPRs), mo re specif ically
patents, in

Huawei - 5G: A Technology Vision
22 May 2014

5G wireless netwo rks will suppo rt  1,000-fo ld gains in capacity, co nnect io ns fo r at  least
100 billio n devices, and a 10 Gb/s individual user experience capable o f  ext remely lo w
latenc

How successful medical meet ing leaders reach their goals - lessons f rom 13
experts
16 May 2014

Do wnlo ad MCI' s  repo rt  ' Ho w successful medical meet ing leaders reach their go als -
lesso ns f ro m 13 experts '

Latest forum posts

 Anyo ne want  to  predict  the elect io n results?
23 May 2014

Latest Blog Posts

UK public 'completely powerless'  in select ion of  commission president
21 May 2014

Only seven per cent  o f  the UK po pulat io n will be invo lved in the select io n o f  the new

Euro pean co mmissio n president , says Luke Stanley.

European parliament  elect ions
19 May 2014

We all want  to  vo te in the upco ming Euro pean elect io ns, but  ho w easy is it  to  cast  a ballo t ,
asks Natasha Marie Levant i.

Scot t ish independence referendum analysis
5 May 2014

Fo rmer Ho lyro o d jo urnalist  Ro ry Cahill takes a crit ical lo o k at  the fo r and against
arguments put  acro ss by six MEPs in o ur recent  Parliament  Magazine feature o n the
Sco tt ish independence referendum.

© 2014  Dods Parliam entary Com m unications Ltd.    

More from Dods

Contact | Editorial calendar | About | Advertising |

/whitepapers
/whitepaper/patent-protection-and-enforcement-prc
/whitepaper/huawei-5g-technology-vision
/whitepaper/how-successful-medical-meeting-leaders-reach-their-goals-lessons-13-experts-1
/forum/ep2014/anyone-want-predict-election-results
/blog/uk-public-completely-powerless-selection-commission-president
/blog/european-parliament-elections
/blog/scottish-independence-referendum-analysis
http://www.holyrood.com/
https://www.theparliamentmagazine.eu/articles/magazines/issue-389-28-april-2014
/contact
/2014-editorial-calendar
/about
/advertising


 Cookies | T erm s

http://dods.co.uk/terms/cookies
http://www.dods.co.uk/terms/

	MEPs pledge to 'stand-up for citizens' and democracy against excessive lobbying
	Share this page
	Tags
	Categories
	Related Articles
	Related Partner Content
	Dods EU Monitoring: Free trial
	Get more from the Parliament Magazine
	Stakeholder Reports
	Patent Protection and Enforcement in the PRC
	Huawei - 5G: A Technology Vision
	How successful medical meeting leaders reach their goals - lessons from 13 experts
	Latest forum posts
	Latest Blog Posts

	UK public 'completely powerless' in selection of commission president
	European parliament elections
	Scottish independence referendum analysis
	More from Dods



