
Print Edition

Print Edition

Print Edition

New Europe Print Edition Issue 1051

29.09.2013

Print Edition

New Europe Print Edition Issue 1050

22.09.2013

Print Edition

New Europe Print Edition Issue 1049

15.09.2013

Print Edition

New Europe Print Edition Issue 1048

08.09.2013
Special Editions

European Business (2012)
Our World in 2013
Urbanisation 2012
ICT Special Edition 2012
Trade & Investment 2012
OUR WORLD IN 2012
EU-Korea Special Focus (2012)
Cyber Security (2011)
World Energy Review (2011)
European Business (2011)
Our World in 2011
The YOUTH Edition

Newsroom

Newsroom

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

1 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Newsroom

US: On the verge of a government shutdown

30.09.2013

Newsroom

NASA preparing to launch 3-D printer into space

30.09.2013

Newsroom

UK plans new cyber force to boost strike ability

30.09.2013

Newsroom

Ashton condemns college attack in Nigeria

30.09.2013
Dossiers

2014 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS
Around Europe In 80 Festivals
Dalligate

New Europe TV
Knowledge Network

Knowledge Network

'Europa', by New Europe
'Against the Current', Robert Skidelsky
'Choices', Future of Rural Energy in Europe
'Core Values', Amnesty International
Council of Europe's 'Gutenberg'
'Economics and Justice', Jeffrey D. Sachs
'Ethics in Business', by the World Forum for Ethics in Business
'From East to West' by the EastWest Institute
Google's Europe Policy Blog
'Global Warning', Bjørn Lomborg
'Of Might and Right' by Joseph Nye
'Polis', by London School of Economics and Political Science

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

2 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



'Roads to Prosperity', Dani Rodrik
'The Ethics of Life', Peter Singer
'The New Power Game', Jaswant Singh
'The New Wealth of Nations', Michael Spence
'The Rebel Realist', Joschka Fischer
'The Risk Factor', Mohamed A. El-Erian
'Unconventional Economic Wisdom' by Joseph Stiglitz
'Winds of Change', F. J. Quesado
'Words of a European', by Jimmy Jamar

World

World

Newsroom

Syria draft UN resolution agreed

27.09.2013

Newsroom

Ashton gives 12 month Iran timeframe

27.09.2013

Newsroom

EU appreciates Iran's new tone

26.09.2013

Newsroom

MEPs say Ashton should pressure Morocco over Sahrawi disappearances

26.09.2013
The World

USA
China
Russia
India
Middle East
Africa
Canada

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

3 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Australia
South America

EU Update

EU Update

Newsroom

Ashton condemns college attack in Nigeria

30.09.2013

Newsroom

Troika: Policy discussions with Greek government pauses

30.09.2013

Newsroom

Troika: Policy discussions with Greek government pauses

30.09.2013

Newsroom

Make a Monopoly and Sell it: Easy Profit

29.09.2013
Institutions

European Commission
European Parliament
European Council

Policy
Competition
Agriculture
Budget
Administrative Affairs
Consumer Protection
Health
Defense & Security
Economic & Financial
Education & Culture
Employment - Social

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

4 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Energy
Enlargement
Environment
Foreign relations
Gender Equality
Health - Consumer
Human Aid - Development
Human Rights
Industry & Enterprise
Information Society
Institutional Affairs
Internal Market
Justice - Security
Maritime Affairs - Fisheries
Multilingualism
Sport
Taxation - Customs
Trade
Regional Policy
Transport
Science & Research
Presidency
IT & Telecom

Kassandra

Kassandra

Newsroom

Make a Monopoly and Sell it: Easy Profit

29.09.2013

Kassandra

Merkel wins...and loses

27.09.2013

Kassandra

Calling NASA! One of our MEPs is missing

24.09.2013

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

5 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Newsroom

Buy-out of Golden Dawn can work, hostile takeover will not

24.09.2013
National News

National News

Newsroom

Kazakhstan, Russia, Azerbaijan to preserve Caspian ecosystem

30.09.2013

Newsroom

A major European failure

28.09.2013

Newsroom

Montenegro invites private energy exploration

27.09.2013

Newsroom

Croatia: ‘Ionian Adriatic Pipeline is top priority’

27.09.2013
EU Member States

Austria
Croatia
Belgium
Bulgaria
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Greece

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

6 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Estonia
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

EU Candidate Countries
FYROM
Iceland
Montenegro
Turkey

Neighbours & Partners
Albania
Armenia
Belarus
Bosnia Herzegovina
Georgia
Kyrgyzstan
Moldova
Norway
Serbia
Switzerland
Tajikistan
Ukraine
Uzbekistan

The Caspian
Azerbaijan
Kazakhstan
Iran
Russia
Turkmenistan

Energy

Energy

Newsroom

Kazakhstan, Russia, Azerbaijan to preserve Caspian ecosystem

30.09.2013

Newsroom

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

7 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Montenegro invites private energy exploration

27.09.2013

Newsroom

Croatia: ‘Ionian Adriatic Pipeline is top priority’

27.09.2013

Newsroom

Croatia, Hungary’s MOL To Work It Out, Says Minister

27.09.2013
Technology

Technology

Newsroom

NASA preparing to launch 3-D printer into space

30.09.2013

Newsroom

UK plans new cyber force to boost strike ability

30.09.2013

Newsroom

Novell loses appeal on case against Microsoft

24.09.2013

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

8 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Newsroom

Fairfax reaches tentative deal to buy BlackBerry

24.09.2013
Tech

ICT Policy
Information Society
Internet & Broadband
Devices & Products

Fashion

Fashion

Fashion

Fashion Power Point

29.09.2013

Fashion

Think Brit

22.09.2013

Fashion

I know what you’ll wear next summer

13.09.2013

Newsroom

Ever so Belle Epoque!

08.09.2013
Other

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

9 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



for example: the dalli case, politics, europe ...

Other

Newsroom

Gold bars worth €1.6 million stolen on Air France flight

25.09.2013

Newsroom

Pope Francis blames global economic system for idolizing money

23.09.2013

Newsroom

Cuban singer says sanctioned for bold lyrics

17.09.2013

Newsroom

Ig Nobel awards honor weird, funny discoveries

13.09.2013

Monday, Sep 30, 2013 11:48:34

Máster Part Time IP & IT
Derecho-IP-IT.esade.edu
Propiedad Intelectual y Sociedad de la Información de ESADE ¡Entra!

EU institutions, transparency groups in major disagreement | neurope.eu http://www.neurope.eu/article/eu-institutions-transparency-groups-majo...

10 de 19 30/09/2013 11:48 AM



Diamandouros believes that transparency is now much higher on
the agenda of the EU administration.

EPA/OLIVIER HOSLET

Stanislava Gaydazhieva
27/09/2013 - 4:47pm

 

The European Union (EU) institutions and non-governmental
groups pushing for more transparency in the European
decision-making process apparently disagree on where
Europe currently stands when it comes to transparency. At
least, this is what the debate organised on Friday by the EU
Ombudsman Nikiforos Diamandouros ahead of the
International Right to Know Day on 28 September showed.

The outgoing Ombudsman’s last event before his colleague
Emily O'Reilly takes up his post as of October was called
"The International Right to Know Day- EU Transparency:
Where are we now?" and gathered in one room European
officials and representatives of major transparency groups to
discuss how much progress has been made as regards
transparency in the EU bodies over the past decade.

“Transparency creates stronger bonds between the institutions
and the public and some progress has been made,” said Doru
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Frantescu from VoteWatch. However, he pointed out that
still more work needs to be done, in particular when it comes
to increasing the level of transparency of the European
Parliament.

“Some achievements which have to be mentioned are the fact
that activities by MEPs, as well as attendance lists, are now
public and that their plenary session meetings are video
broadcasted,” continued Frantescu. However, VoteWatch
believes that votes in the committees and the final votes on
non-legislative reports should become roll-call, while the
electronic votes should be by default roll-call votes.

A similar critical stance was taken also by Paul de Clerck
representing ALTER-EU, who said that a fundamental
shortcoming in achieving transparency in the way EU
institutions work is the voluntary status of the EU’s
transparency register. In his words this leads to a gap in
registration of many key lobbying groups and an increased
number of unreliable or incomplete data.

In addition, de Clerck targeted the advisory groups of the
European Commission, saying that in fact there are very few
representatives of the civil society among the external experts,
with many of those actually serving the interest of the
companies they represent. “Directorates-General continue
install corporate-dominated expert groups, while it is not a
secret to anyone that a massive lobbying of the tobacco
industry is taking place in the European Parliament,” added the
ALTER-EU representative. He further said that the Tobacco
Products Directive is under strong lobby pressure from
tobacco companies who had sent more than 100 lobbyists to
EP. “Large packages of tobacco are being offered to MEPs to
influence them,” warned de Clerck.

Helen Darbishire from Access Info Europe informed that
according to recent data gathered by her organisation, 80% of
EU citizens are in favour of a mandatory lobby transparency
register.

According to Diamandouros the most common cause of
complains (a fifth) remain the lack of transparency in EU
institutions. However, it seems that the Parliament and
Commission are inclined to look at the issue through
rose-colored glasses.

According to Rainer Wieland MEP and Vice-President of the
European Parliament for transparency, for example, "it is not
appropriate to record everything that MEPs do". Moreover,
Wieland said that he has never received any of the tobacco
packages being distributed to MEPs, but would have probably
accepted them, as he is a smoker.

Nevertheless, the EP’s Vice-President pointed out that the
Parliament is far ahead of member states because “plenary
sessions are web streamed”.

A more humble view was taken by the commissioner for inter-
institutional relations and administration, Maroš Šefčovič,
who chose to stick to the positive side of things, saying that
“transparency improvements at EU level in the last 5 years are
remarkable”. According to him, 83% of requests for
documents sent to the Commission were successful and the
EC is a “victim of success of transparency”.
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Certainly, things are not as bad as transparency groups see
them, but they are also far from being as good and as
progressive the EU institutions see them. The outgoing EU
Ombudsman believes that the European citizens should be able
to see what the EU bodies are doing on European level and
that transparency is now much higher on the agenda of the EU
administration than ever before. The question which is arises,
hoewever, is whether the EU will manage to seize the moment
in a time when the next European election is being prepared?
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