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No compromise in sight
on EU document
secrecy

Commission pushes for
=5 document secrecy
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judgement
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bridge divide on EU
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In an unsual move, the justice ministers of two pro-transparency
countries, Finland and Sweden, wrote an open letter to MEPs on
Thursday (31 May) urging them not to give in. The letter was publicised

by Danish journalists on the wobbing.eu website. EU presents code of
conduct for Outer
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"We trust

that Denmark and the
EP will see to it that
no such proposal

is even put on the
table ... Who's with
us?"

For her part, Pamela

Bartlett Quintanilla

from the Madrid-

based pro-

transparency NGO,

Accesslnfo, told

EUobserver: "If the member states get their way it will basically become a
waste of time to even file a request [to see documents]."

The Danes are to circulate their new ideas to EU countries on Monday (4
June) and to seek agreement on the new mandate from the EU Council
on Wednesday before fresh talks with MEPs.

Finland and Sweden, along with Estonia and Slovenia, are in a small
minority against pro-secrecy member states on the Council side.

If parliament takes Henriksson and Ask's advice and the new law falls by
the wayside, an old regulation from 2001 - deemed to be more
transparency-friendly - will stay in force.

For its part, the incoming Cypriot EU presidency had indicated that if
Denmark cannot bring the two sides together, then it will have a go.

"The Cpriot presidency is interested in continuing the talks should there
be no agreement by the end of June," an Cypriot diplomatic source told
this website.

LETTERWobbing.eu
WEBSITEWobbing.eu
SECTIONInstitutional Affairs
TAGSCyprus Denmark Transparency

RELATEDNo compromise in sight on EU document secrecy Commission pushes
for document secrecy despite court judgement Parliament hopes to bridge
divide on EU transparency rules
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fiscal treaty

A legal expert who helped write five
previous EU treaties - Jean-Claude Piris -
has warned the new "fiscal compact" will not
be enough to stop the financial crisis.
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