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Campaigners fined
for asking questions
about corruption

Graham Keeley Madrid

Thirty-seven years after General Fran-
cisco Franco died, transparency campaign-
ers are still haunted by the ghost of a
dictator who was renowned for cloaking
Spanish society in secrecy. When Access

Info Europe, a non-governmental organi-
sation that campaigns for transparency,
requested information from the Govern-
ment about measures it was taking to com-
bat corruption, it received not an answer
—but a€3,000 (£2,400) bill for legal costs.

“We wanted statistics on measures
Spain was taking against corruption. It

KEYSTONE-FRANCE / GETTY

Rules still apply: General Franco and his wife, Dofia Carmen, in 1939
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had just signed a UN convention against
corruption. So what is the problem of tell-
ing people what it is doing?” the group’s
British executive director, Helen Darbi-
shire, told The Times.

In 2007, the group asked the Govern-
ment to elaborate on actions it was taking
in line with promises it made under the
UN Convention Against Corruption. A
year earlier, Spain had signed the UN con-
vention, which also says citizens should
have access to the information.

When two government departments
failed to respond, Access Info Europe
appealed to the Spanish Supreme Court,

hoping to force Madrid to unveil any meas-
ures. The group asked the same questions
of anti-corruption measures from the gov-
ernments of Argentina, Colombia and
Armenia, and received full answers. But in
May the court ruled that the group was
not asking for simple information.
Instead, it said, Access Info Europe had
demanded explanations of anti-corrup-
tion measures — action not permitted in
the 1978 Spanish Constitution. The court
ordered the Madrid-based group to pay
legal costs.

As details of the case emerged yester-
day, Access Info Europe said it planned to
appeal to the Spanish Constitutional
Court. “I think there is a big hangover
from the Franco era,” said Ms Darbishire.

Details of the case have emerged as
Spain’s first Transparency Law is going
through parliament. Spain is the only
major European country that still lacks a
freedom of information law.

The new law aims to allow citizens more
access to published information. But it has
been criticised by groups like Access Info
Europe that say it still forbids citizens
from gaining access to internal govern-
ment reports.

“Under Franco there was nothing
resembling transparency. That appears to
have continued long after his death,” said
Paul Preston, a British historian and biog-
rapher of Franco.

A Spanish Justice Ministry official said
that this month, the Government had in-
troduced changes to its penal code to com-
bat corruption in public and private life.

The retirement you
want could be locked

up in your home.

Aviva Equity Release.

How much could you release?

If you're 55 or over and your finances are
much tighter than you'd like them to be,
releasing the cash tied up in your home could
help you to enjoy a more comfortable
retirement. Thousands of people have already
taken a lifetime mortgage with Aviva.

One of the first things you'll want to know is
how much you can release, which will
depend on your age, property value and
type, and the product you choose. The table
below provides you with some examples of
the average amount you could release.

Talk to an adviser

For a personalised illustration, speak to one of
our specialist advisers. They will talk you
through the lifetime mortgages offered by
Aviva. They'll explain how a lifetime mortgage,
and the costs involved, will reduce the
inheritance you can leave and how it can also
affect your tax position or eligibility for welfare
benefits. Rest assured, we'll provide you with all
the information you need, and recommend
whether releasing equity from your home is right
for you or not.

Age Property value

£150K £200K £250K £300K £350K
55 £24K £32.5K £40.5K £48.5K £56.5K
60 £31.5K £42.5K £53K £63.5K £74K
65 £39.5K £52.5K £65.5K £78.5K £91.5K
70 £50K £67K £83.5K £100.5K £117K
75 £57K £76K £95K £114K £133K
80 £65K £87K £108.5K £130.5K £152K
85+ £72K £96K £120K £144K £168K

This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a

personalised illustration. Minimum age and

Call now to speak
to an adviser

Watch real life story video guides
at aviva.co.uk/retirement

property values apply.

0800 4046 217
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Lines open: Monday - Friday 8am - 7pm, Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm

We can only advise on our own products.

For your protection telephone calls may be recorded. Lifetime Mortgages are not available in the Channel Islands
and Isle of Man. Aviva Equity Release UK Limited. Registered in England No. 3286484.
Registered Office: 2 Rougier Street, York YO90 1UU. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.
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