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International Aid Transparency Initiative

Consultation on Part 4 of the IATI standard:  
Code of Conduct  

Draft for consultation as of 16th October
1. Preamble
1. The signatories of the International Aid Transparency Initiative committed themselves to “share more detailed and up-to-date information about aid in a form that makes information more accessible to all relevant stakeholders.”  and to “build on and extend existing standards and reporting systems, consulting partner governments, civil society organisations, parliamentarians and other users of aid information, in order to agree...common definitions and a format to facilitate sharing of aid information". 

2. The IATI standard is in four parts: (1) agreement on what will be published, (2) common definitions for sharing information, (3) a common electronic data format, and (4) a code of conduct. This document sets out the code of conduct to complement the other three components.

3. The Code of Conduct (hereinafter: Code) contributes to aid effectiveness through allowing governments, parliamentarians, private sector, civil society and citizens in partner and donor countries to know how donors are allocating and spending their resources. For signatories
 with a Freedom of Information law, it places an obligation on them to generate, make available and disseminate transparent information about their activities and functions. 

4. The Code recognises that increased transparency of aid is an essential contribution of donors to ownership and mutual accountability. [Partner countries are called upon to also contribute to national and mutual accountability through transparency of domestic use of aid.]
5. The Code is embedded in the principles of ownership, alignment, harmonisation, management for results and mutual accountability of the Paris Declaration on aid effectiveness as well as the additional commitments of the Accra Agenda for Action, which calls upon development actors:

· We [donors and developing countries ] will make aid more transparent (§24a)

· Donors will publicly disclose regular, detailed and timely information on volume, allocation and, when available, results of development expenditure(§24a)

· …. [mutual] reviews will be based on country results reporting and information systems complemented with available donor data(§24b)

· Donors and developing countries will regularly make public all conditions linked to disbursements(§25b)

· Donors will provide full and timely information on annual commitments and actual disbursements so that developing countries are in a position to accurately record all aid flows in their budget estimates and their accounting systems.(§26b)

· Donors will provide developing countries with regular and timely information on their rolling three to five year forward expenditure and/or implementation plans.(§26c)

6. The Code aims to enhance effectiveness and predictability of aid, and support other aid effectiveness principles, such as the reduction of aid fragmentation through increased division of labour, and transparency of donor conditionalities.  This is in order to improve overall development results and impact for poverty reduction, through improved aid information. 

7. The Code applies to IATI  signatories. Most of these are bilateral public bodies and multilateral institutions engaged in funding and delivering Official Development Finance
. Other actors such as private foundations, civil society organisations and private companies providing private development finance are encouraged to adopt the Code as soon as they are able to.  

8. The Code presents operational agreements adopted by donors to provide transparent information on their aid and on how they will publish this information, including a clear mechanism for monitoring adherence. 

9. The Code complements and adds value to existing processes of aid information and transparency, most notably the OECD/DAC Creditor Reporting System (CRS), by enabling the disclosure of up-to-date, future flows and qualitative aid information.

2. Operational agreements 

By signing the code, donors commit themselves to further progress on aid transparency in line with the following operational agreements:

1- Publication

[Signatories commit to publishing aid data and information in the public domain according to the agreed definitions and formats set out in Parts 1, 2 and 3 of the standard, and to linking it to the IATI central registry.]
2 – Phasing

Signatories commit to implement the IATI standards according to the phases and deadlines set out in Part 1 of the standard. 

3 - Applicability 

Signatories agree to promote these transparency standards by requiring similar standards of reporting in their contracts with implementing agents. 

4 - Rules for exceptions

Exceptions are those defined in Part 1 of the standard [note: these will be in line with existing Freedom of Information and Procurement frameworks].

5 – Publication timetable

Signatories agree to publish aid information as defined by the timetable in Part 1 of the Standard. 

6 – Aid information is part of the public domain

Since the information published is already in the public domain, donors agree to allow third parties to use it freely, for example to develop aggregated aid information, provided that the source of the information is acknowledged and the verification status of the information is made clear. 
7 – Communication and capacity development

Signatories will assist individuals to exercise their right of access to information on aid. They will inform parliamentarians, media, civil society representatives, and citizens, especially communities directly affected by aid, about the right of access to information on aid and where that information can be found. 

Signatories will respond to questions and ensure that information is made available in a form that is accessible to relevant stakeholders in donor and partner countries. 
8 – Implementation of the standards

Signatories agree to make appropriate investment in staff and systems to deliver the above standards. 

9 – Adherence mechanisms
Signatories commit to follow the monitoring mechanisms proposed in section 3. 

10 – Review of the standards

Signatories will participate in a shared process to update the common standards over time. 

3. Review and monitoring of adherence to the IATI standards

[Mid-term review of the IATI standards and Code of Conduct will be started on 1 January 2013, resulting in a report to the IATI steering committee and signatories on 30 June 2013. The IATI secretariat will be responsible for conducting a mid-term review on the implementation of IATI using an independent think tank/group of wise persons/consultant. Terms of Reference will be decided by the IATI steering committee.]

Adherence to the IATI standards will be monitored by the following mechanisms:

1. Donor self reporting: signatories will report annually in a standard format based on agreed criteria on how they have implemented the IATI standards. Reports will be submitted for question and scrutiny to the core monitoring group. 

2. Partner country score cards: implementation of the IATI standards will be monitored in the context of existing country level mutual accountability arrangements agreed by partner country and donors. Scorecards will be submitted to the core monitoring group.
3. Independent monitoring: CSOs and/or independent consultants or think tanks will develop a reporting mechanism which assesses progress in implementing the IATI standards on an annual basis. 
4. Core monitoring group: a committee of representatives of partner country governments, donors, and CSOs will review progress based on findings from the donor self reporting, partner country score cares and independent monitoring.  Their report will be discussed in the IATI steering committee.

The report of the core monitoring group will be submitted to:

5. UNDCF: The biennial UN DCF (2010, 2012) meeting will offer a multilateral platform to review implementation of the standards.

6. HLF IV in Seoul, Korea:  at this event Paris and Accra commitments will be reviewed including the commitments on aid transparency.

4. Implementation framework

The IATI standard, including the code of conduct, will be overseen by the IATI Steering Committee, supported by an IATI Secretariat.....

The implementation calendar for IATI is......

The process to encourage full adherence is.....
Annex: List of signatories to the Code of Conduct
This list will be updated as donors sign the Code of Conduct. For information only the following is a list of donors that have signed up to IATI 

· Australia

· Denmark

· EC

· Finland

· GAVI

· Germany

· Hewlett

· Ireland

· Netherlands

· New Zealand

· Norway

· Spain

· Sweden

· Switzerland

· UK

· UNDP

· World Bank
� Signatories refer to donors that sign the Code of Conduct (see Section 5). For a list of donors that have signed the IATI Accra Statement see � HYPERLINK "http://aidtransparency.net/iati-membership/" �http://aidtransparency.net/iati-membership/�.


� Official Development Finance comprises bilateral official development assistance (ODA), grants and concessional and non concessional development lending by multilateral financial institutions, and other official flows for development purposes which are not sufficiently concessional to qualify as ODA (see � HYPERLINK "http://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=1893" �http://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=1893�).
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