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Section 35 (1) (a) & (b) – Law Enforcement, FOISA 
 
Disclosure of the requested information would give an indication of the operational capabilities of Fife 
Constabulary and would indicate the force’s ability to respond to incidents and (through the training 
material) the method of response. This information could then be used by individuals intent on wrong 
doing to gauge with some accuracy the likelihood of the deployment of such equipment against them 
during the commission of crime and the tactic to be used. This would allow such individuals to take steps 
to prepare for such deployment, which would provide them with a tactical advantage when planning or 
perpetrating crimes.  Furthermore, this would also be likely to endanger not only the officers concerned 
but also members of the public who could be injured as a result of such action.  
 
Section 39 (1) – Health & Safety and the Environment 
 
Disclosure of the requested information would give individuals a potential tactical advantage and this 
would leave both police officers and members of the public at risk from injury.  This would be detrimental  
to public safety and would be likely to endanger the physical, mental health or the safety of an individual. 
 
Public Interest Test 
 
At this time of financial constraints, budget cuts and ever-increasing scrutiny of policing, it is undoubtedly 
in the public interest to understand not only how money is being spent (on resources and training etc), but 
also how the police are responding to threats.  Providing this information would divulge details of 
individual forces capability, and through extensive enquiries a national picture could be formed. This 
could provide criminals with an advantage when planning where to carry out their criminal activities.  
 
The Association of Chief Police Officers Scotland Firearms lead previously expressed concern that if the 
total quantity of equipment held was released by a number of forces, then this would reveal potential 
national strategic capability and capacity in relation to operations. 
 
However, because of the harm that may result if this information was disclosed along with the training 
material/methods, on balance it remains in the public interest to withhold this information to ensure that 
the police are able to continue to respond to threats, and protect the public and officers effectively. 
 
The information requested at questions 3a and 3b is therefore withheld in terms of Section 35(1)(a) and 
(b) Law Enforcement and Section 39 (1) – Health & Safety and the Environment, FOISA. For the reasons 
provided consider this letter a "refusal notice" for your request to provide the information you were 
seeking in terms of Section 16 (Refusal of Request), Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
 
Fife Constabulary does hold the evaluation report of the Policing of the G20 summit in 2009. This 
document is titled "Adapting to Protest" it is also publicly available and can be found at;   
 
 http://www.hmic.gov.uk/media/adapting-to-protest-20090705.pdf 
 
Under the terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, Section 25 Information otherwise 
accessible applies and this letter constitutes a notice of refusal under Section 16 (4) Refusal of request of 
the Act. 
 
To assist you further you may find the following links of interest as they provide details of reports on the 
policing of protests; 
 
http://www.hmic.gov.uk/publication/adapting-to-protest/ 
http://www.hmic.gov.uk/media/a-review-of-the-august-2011-disorders-20111220.pdf 
http://www.hmic.gov.uk/media/policing-public-order-20110208.pdf 
 
 
I hope this information is of benefit to you, but if you require any further clarification or assistance, please 
do not hesitate to contact me either at the address or the email address at the top of this letter. 
 
If you are not satisfied with the way in which I have dealt with your request, you are entitled, in the first 
instance, to request a review of the decision made by the Force. Should you wish to request such a 
review, please write to me within 40 working days of receiving this letter. If, after having been informed of 
the review panel's decision, you are still not satisfied, you are then entitled to apply to the Scottish 
Information Commissioner for a decision within six months of the date of receipt of the review response. 
Contact details are: Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, 
St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9DS, telephone 01334 464 610.  
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Yours sincerely, 
 
Scott Johnston,  
Freedom of Information 




