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2 What types of equipment are police forces permitted to use in protest situations? 
 
 The documents above outline this information. 

3 For all the equipment types available for use by police officers in situations of 
protest that are supplementary to normal police equipment, please provide me 
with data including: 

a. The number of items in the possession of police forces for each 
equipment type;  

 Section 16 requires the Force, when refusing to supply such information, to 
provide you with a notice which (a) states that it holds the information, (b) states 
that it is claiming an exemption(s), (c) specifies the exemption(s) in question, and 
(d) states, if not otherwise apparent, why the exemption(s) applies. 

 
 This information is considered exempt in terms of the following sections of the 

Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002: 
 
 Section 35 (1) (a) and (b) – Law Enforcement 
 The requested information is tactical and disclosure would be likely to prejudice 

the prevention or detection of crime or the apprehension or prosecution of 
offenders.  Giving an indication of the divisional capability in this area would 
undermine the ability to effectively deploy equipment to any advantage and allow 
those intent on wrong doing to gauge this with some accuracy. 

 
 Section 39 (1) – Health and Safety 

The information is further considered likely to endanger the health and safety of 
both officers and members of the public by presenting them with a risk of harm in 
view of the above. 

b. The amount of times that such equipment types have been used in the 
last five years; 

There have been no protest situations within the Dumfries and Galloway area 
during the period of your request therefore no such equipment has been 
deployed in such circumstances. 

4 What guidance and training are police provided with on use of equipment for 
dealing with protest? Please send a copy or direct website link to any guidance 
documents regarding the use of force in such situations.  

 Please refer to the documents previously referred to. 

5 Has the police or government compiled any evaluation reports on the policing of 
protests in the past five years? If so, please send a copy of the evaluation 
documents or direct me to the direct on-line link.  

 The former force has not compiled any such evaluation, accordingly in terms of 
Section 17 of the Act; no information is held in this respect. 

 
 






