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The European Commission wants a mandatory register of lobbyists for all the EU

ABOUT US
institutions (Photo: ec.europa.eu)

CORRECTIONS
By
BRUSSELS, TODAY, 10:27

ADVERTISING

@ @ The EU should scrutinise contacts between decision makers and interest
groups more closely, the European Commission's vice-president said on

Monday (2 May).

“Transparency is one of few tools we have to reconnect with citizens who are
sceptical of our legislature,” Frans Timmermans said at a conference in the
European Parliament on reform of the EU lobbying register.

The commission wants to revamp
the current register, which is based

on voluntary enrolment and does
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not extend to the EU Council, which
represents member states. Until
now, only the commission and the
parliament have established a

register.

Timmermans: "Transparency is one of few

tools we have to reconnect with citizens"
the commissioner later added, as (Photo: European Commission)

But transparency is not a panacea,

other speakers agreed with the
commission's approach but raised questions on how to make such a scheme
workable.

Register roadmap

Andreas Pavlou, from the civil society group coalition Alter-EU, said the current
register gave too much leeway to companies who fill it with outdated
information.

“Interest groups only have to update their entries once a year and can chose
the moment to do so," he said. They should explain more clearly who they are
lobbying for and on what issues, he added.
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There are big differences in the way interest groups fill in their sheets.

Corporate Europe Observatory, a lobbying watchdog that attended the
conference, lists every campaign it has tried to influence.

Businesseurope, the trade federation, indicates that it covers “all topics that
matter to European companies” and suggests visiting its website for more
information on current lobby priorities.

Others are more minimalist, like the newest entrant, consulting firm Wey-J
Conseil, which claims to have neither clients nor income.

Luc Hendrickx, of the small business association UEAPME, said he could not see
the added value of the information currently provided on the website.

The lobby register, which lists 9,000 entities, is managed by a secretariat
employing three full-time staff and one part-time worker.

Its coordinator, Martin Kroege, admitted that the staff did not have the time to
go through all entries, even when the information was clearly wrong. But he
said he was not at the conference “to lobby for additional resources”.
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Timmermans invited participants to contribute to the consultation that closes
on 1 June.

According to German Green MEP Sven Giegold, the European Parliament's

rapporteur on transparency, the EU is better at regulating lobbying than most
of its member states.

"But all the best regulations are found outside of Europe, in Canada and the
US," he said.

He added that the situation was quite depressing.

TTIP transparency

The event was held hours after Greenpeace disclosed documents on the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) negotiations.

Critics say the free-trade agreement may undermine labour, environment and
health standards. They do not like the way it is being negotiated behind closed
doors.

Timmermans said the leak only confirmed that the EU was already transparent
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enough and communicated its position without the need to release negotiation
documents.

“Give me three examples [of positions] that were not already revealed by the
European side,” he said to the audience.

Still, international negotiations cannot proceed by way of leaks, the
commissioner argued.

“I hope we can convince others that we are not hiding anything from the
European public,” he said.

Sven Giegold replied that there was a “big added value” from the revelations.
“We can now speak about the documents in public without listening to people
who are making presumptions, some of which are wrong and others right,” he

said.

“This transparency is needed in future TTIP negotiations.”

HEENEE -
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EU refutes Greenpeace's 'storm in teacup' on US trade

s Y

oJalclg gl ol el islsl e MEIRIORYETES[6]g  Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API pdfcrowd.com


https://euobserver.com/migration/133318
https://euobserver.com/article/133307
https://euobserver.com/news
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BIB3M3L8oV-ffC9iRMaXmr_gGvKuC2QgAAAAQASCE-OYDOABYvPSL4-YCYMkGsgEOZXVvYnNlcnZlci5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQPaASJodHRwczovL2V1b2JzZXJ2ZXIuY29tL25ld3MvMTMzMzEwqQIEbBe8Z2KzPsACAuACAOoCFy8xMDUzNzUwOC9CZWxvdy1hcnRpY2xl-AL30R6QA-ADmAPIBqgDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQB0gUGEIys9pcBkAYBoAYU2AcB4AcL&num=0&cid=CAASEuRoJ1Z6FSkG2cJRCqWeSLl7bQ&sig=AOD64_0tmTGFpLyTzhAQAvxwlGetobTGaQ&client=ca-pub-3497636507223533&adurl=http://www.ecpa.eu/with-or-without/
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=https%3a%2f%2feuobserver.com%2fnews%2f133310&id=ma-160503111230-658ac095
http://pdfcrowd.com

EU may fine countries for rejecting refugees

TODAY, 09:30
The EU Commission wants to fine countries that refuse refugees under revised asylum rules.
It is also expected to propose visa liberalisation for Turkey.
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EU commission: Transparency is not a panacea

TODAY, 10:27

Senior EU commissioner wants more transparency on lobbyists, but said Greenpeace leak of
US trade talk files did not serve public interest.

TODAY, 15:43
Hungary to hold migrant quota referendum by October

TODAY, 14:01
France rejects TTIP in its current form, says Hollande
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TODAY, 13:10
New commander takes charge of US forces in Europe

TODAY, 12:51
Spain issues arrest warrants for Russian officials

TODAY, 09:38
Pro-Putin bikers refused entry by Poland, Lithuania

TODAY, 09:37
Nato gives details of new Baltic force

TODAY, 09:36
German state gets historic Green-CDU coalition

TODAY, 09:23
Chinese police to patrol Italian streets

EUROPEAN MUSIC COUNCIL

Register Now for the 6th European Forum on Music in Wroclaw, European Capital of Culture
2016

BELGRADE SECURITY FORUM
Join Our Team for the 6th Belgrade Security Forum. Apply Now! Deadline May 20

EUROPEAN ROUNDTABLE OF INDUSTRIALISTS
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Companies Make Progress on Number of Women in Leadership Roles

COUNTER BALANCE
Parliament Gets Tough on Control EU Bank's Funds

ICRC
Syria: Aleppo on the Brink of Humanitarian Disaster

CESI
World Day For Health and Safety at Work: Public Sector Workers in The Focus

EFA
Basque Peace Process-Arnaldo Otegi Visits the European Parliament

ESCARDIO
China Pays Price of Western Lifestyle With Soaring Childhood Obesity

CENTRE MAURITS COPPETIERS
The Existence of a State is a Question of Fact, Not a Question of Law

MARTENS CENTRE
Join Us at The Event: Prospects For EU Enlargement After 2019

ICRC
Syria: Aid for Over 120,000 People Arrives in Besieged Town Near Homs

COUNTER BALANCE
Highway to Hell: European Money Fuelling Controversial Infrastructure Projects
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ADVERTISEMENT

TODAY, 16:55
EU recovery will slow down this year

TODAY, 16:43
EU beats new path on corporate responsibility

TODAY, 10:27
EU commission: Transparency is not a panacea

TODAY, 09:30
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UN celebrates press freedom, but journalists under fire

TODAY, 09:30
EU may fine countries for rejecting refugees

TODAY, 09:29
MEPs clarify position on Magnitsky sanctions

TODAY, 09:06
Sweden and Finland defend free press

2. MAY, 18:58
EU refutes Greenpeace's 'storm in teacup' on US trade
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