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official view," said Marc Maes, a Commission official who helped draft the proposal.
"Those documents should not be released.”

But critics say crucial details of EU work and the influence of special interests could
be suppressed with the new rules.

"When you read the Commission proposal, it's pretty clear this would be a real step
backward for transparency;" said Anais Berthier, a lawyer with environmental group
ClientEarth, which has sued the EU over transparencyissues.
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EU member states are reluctant to reveal whether or not they support proposals
by the European Commission to overhaul EU transparency law, a media
investigation carried out this week reveals, triggering fears that the European
BACKGROUND: Union is becoming less accountable to citizens.
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fundanental right of European Darbishire has asked the European Union's 27 member states for documents
citizens and a key element of showing whether they support proposals by the European Commission to overhaul
the wider debate surrounding EU transparency law. EurActors & Content Partners
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[y Openness battle looms
\ Now a much bigger battle looms over how open the EU must be about its workings.
ey, As EU politicians prepare to vote on the Commission's transparency proposal in the
coming months, they are deeply divided over how to balance transparent
governance and the protection of real secrets.
—— . "The strengthening of data protection must take top priority" said Renate Sommer, a
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EU officials saytheywant to ensure the secrecy of documents that could cause
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Special Report: Brussels,
Warsaw meke joint case for
regional funds

Amajority in the European Parliament supports widening public access. But most
EU member states want tighter access rules, in line with the Commission's
proposal, officials say.

With such divergent stances, the debate has already dragged on for three years - too
long for the Commission, which on Wednesday announced a separate proposal

RECENT BLOGACTIV POSTS £ covering the most pressing issues that it hopes to fast-track.

About 5,000 requests for EU documents are made each year, mostly by academics,
interest groups and lawyers.
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