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Mining for truth in the Duchy

As many a Cornish campaigner will now know the Duchy of
Cornwall is a very strange Janus faced beast.

It claims to be nothing but a private landed estate and so is
exempt from the Freedom of Informations Act as is every other
private company or organisation. However even the the quickest of
research will soon show that this feudal relic has constitutional
powers that enable it to intervene in the governmental decision
making process. So, constitutional governmental powers that can
effect our lives yet zero transparency. A totally unacceptable
situation | hope you willl agree.

After e-mails sent to various bodies dealing with the freedom of
information Lydia Medland of Access Info Europe very kindly responded with the following thoughts
and questions that may be of interest to people trying to get a stright answer from our crooked
Duchy.

Regarding FOI Requests

* Are there certain classes of information or documents that you are lacking? If so what specific
information do you think should be made public? (expenses, budgets, reports, communication with
public officials etc)

Regarding a possible campaign. If you want to call for certain things to be changed, | have the
following questions, which would help you decide whether to approach the Duchy with your
concermns directly or whether you want to hold a public campaign, or both.

* Are you more concemed about highlighting the what you feel are the current problems or do you
want to campaign for more transparency?

If you want to campaign for transparency rather you could consider the following.
* Do you want the Duchy to be included under FOI? - how would you call for that?

* Do you want it to publish certain documents? How would you recommend which documents you
would like to see made public pro-actively?

* Would you recommend that the Duchy adopt its own transparency policy similar to FOI? This
could be a possibility if it appears too difficult in the short term for the institution to be included
under FOI. | would recommend looking at the example of the World Bank who have adopted their
own transparency policy which is effectively an access to information policy for the institution.
Proposing this might well involve a public campaign and dialogue with the Duchy.

| understand that the preference is for all information to be published however it could be useful to
identify specific classes of information of public interest and to call for commitments from the
Duchy to respond to information requests from the public. See Annex A of the paper by Helen
Darbishire on proactive publication for ideas of the types of information you might want to demand.

People working on the Duchy issue might like to contact the following organisations for further help
and advice: Access Info Europe, Freedom of Information Advocates Network, Freedominfo.org, The
Centre for the Freedom of Information, The Campaign for the Freedom of Information, The Open
Knowledge Foundation, Confirm or Deny, Your Right to Know. To learn more about the Freedom of
Information Act in the UK try here, and to make requests for information via the internet use
WhatDoTheyKnow.com.
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50 THINGS YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT KERNOW!
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Cornish Language Forum
What a greatidea. A Cornish language forum where all the interminable squabbling
about orthographies is outlawed. Forum here: Keskowsva an ...

More from the EDL in Kernow

Itdidn't take long for the Kernow Defence League to reveal it's true colours. The English
Defence League (EDL) - cornwall (kernow) Division...

The World Forum for the Collective Rights of Peoples starts in Girona
As reported here on the excellent Nationalia website the World Forum for the Collective
Rights of Peoples has started in Girona, Catalonia...
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Vote Corish
Matter do ee ?

The Pro-Cornish in the UK and beyond
This post provides a short explanation of the list of 'pro-Cornish' groups included on
this blog. Members of the Cornish movement should f...

| The wonderful chaos thatis English regionalism

Clearly Cornwall's case for 'regional' devolution would be aided by similar well

' established and popular grass-roots regionalist movements a...

Cornish Zetetics: Cornish terrify Guardian
Cornish Zetetics: Cornish terrify Guardian Lies can only last so long before the truth will
out. We must not give an inch and...

Cornish Resistance Needed!
Lib Dem sophistryin action again: millions appalled Experts predict a Devonwall
constituency The Cornish blogosphere is buzzing with t...

Atlas of Stateless Nations in Europe: Minority People in Search of Recognition
You can now buy the English language version of the above book here: Atlas of
Stateless Nations in Europe: Minority People in Search of Reco...

Keeping Cornwall Whole
If the Parliamentary Voting and Constituencies Bill becomes law it will resultin the
creation of a Devonwall parliamentary constituency t...

Vote Cornish ! Cornish Census Day 27th March 2011
For the 2011 UK census full instructions on how to register your Cornish national
and/or ethnic identity along with the use of the Cornish |...

' Subscribe | |g Share

CAMPAIGNS

e Affordable Homes in Cornwall
e Carlyon Bay Watch

e Cornish Tickboxon 2011 UK census |
Facebook

e Cornwall Anti Cuts Alliance
e Cornwall Anti Cuts Alliance Blog

e Cornwall European Region of Culture
Campaign

e Hope Not Hate Cornwall College |
Facebook

e Keep Cornwall Whole

e Save Our Unspoilt Land
e Stadium for Cornwall

e The dotKER campaign

e The Trelawney Alliance

PETITIONS

e 5th of March St Pirans day bank holiday
o Affordable Homes

e Cornish legal rightto existas a UK
National Minority

e StDennis Incinerator Site
e Stadium for Cornwall

THINK TANKS | PRESSURE GROUPS |
CONSTITUTIONALISTS | CORNISH RIGHTS

e Cornish Bureau for European Relations
e Cornish Constitutional Convention

e Cornish Social and Economic Research
Group (CoSERG)

e Cornish Stannary Parliament

e The Celtic League Kernow Branch |
Facebook

e The Cornwall Lecture

e The Duchy of Cornwall Human Rights
Association

e The John Angarrack Bookshop
o Tyr Gwyr Gweryn

RESEARCH | EDUCATION | CULTURE

e An Daras | Cultural portal

e Bewnans Kernow

¢ CAMRAKernow

e Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network
e Cornish Culture | Aportal website

e Cornish Heritage

e Cornish Language Wikipedia

e Cornish Research Network

e Cornish Story

e Cornish Twitter

e Cornish Wrestling Association

e Cornwall Film Festival

e Federation of Old Cornwall Societies

e Gorseth Kernow

e Kernewegva.com

e Keskowsva an Gernewegva

e Kesson | Cornish musician's collaborative
e Maga | The Cornish Language Partnership

e Movyans Skolyow Meythrin | The Cornish
Nursery Schools Movement

e The Celtic Congress Cornish Branch

e The Celtic Council of Australia

e The Celtic Link | Forum

e The Celtic Link | Music

e The Cornish Communities Programme
e The Institute of Cornish Studies

ECONOMY

e Association of Cornish Credit Unions
e Business Cornwall
e Cornish Community Banking

e Kabin | Cornish Cooperatives
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