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Howto use European Freedom of Informat¡on Acts
Wobblng = (vsrb, Dutch joumalist slang) gétt¡ng documents through
Freedom of Informtion legislat¡on.
Etymology: Wet van Openbaarheid van Béstuur
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The publ¡c has a rlght to know tho arguments whén tho
EU makes the hws and who b behlnd thom, sla tho
General Court of the EU ¡n a pro-tramparent rul¡ng.

Access l#b filfgirs a ne[iork and inforr|al¡on cenfe based ¡n
¡/hdr¡d has u¡on a úctory aga¡nst the Council of he EU; he
legislaü\,e body represenüng he EU fiErüer states.
According to a ruling ol 2? Itl¿.ih he Council had no right to
hold back documnb strovüng he pos¡üon of ü|e ÍEnúer
stabs in ongKing del¡beraüons; or ¡f ¡t had, il fa¡led to pro\é ib
case.

The e)€Íple brilght b he Cert ¡s áctualv the case of
ch¿ng¡ng tÉ presürl rülss of ecess to Eudocuri-'nB.

¡,¡.ot onv did üle Council in Brussels refuse to d¡sclos tf€ rErüer sbtes posiüons..
The states herseh¡es $€fe \,ery reluctant to reEd their oMr argurEnb.
In a suney condr¡cted by Access lnfo Europe, 16 out of 27 mgnber states refused to proüde any ¡nforÍial¡on on
üE fansparency negoliaüons.
Ony f¡\c rÉr¡üers (Denmark, Finhnd, Sueden, Uhuania and üE l{eúErbnds) gaE a partial release on first
requed - see DocurFnb.

As for tha sumrEry of argunEnb by r€mber stabs rnads by the Counc¡l ¡n Brussels and requested by Acess Info
Europe, the Couft says:
" lf citizens are to b aíe b exerc¡se the¡r demeratic tíghts, they must b in a Wition to fdlow in deta¡l the
dec¡s¡on-nak¡ng process w¡thin the inst¡tutions tak¡ng parl ¡n the ledslat¡re pr%edures and to have access to dl
relevant ¡nlormation.

l-lelen Dartishire, EEcuti\,e D¡rector of Access Info Europ€, cofinEnted:

"The ju&flrÉ¡nt and the case ¡llustrate that plitical deóafe ,s essenf,a/ De,bre letislat¡@ is úpted. This ni¡nq
neans that the Euo@an pud¡c will b better intormed about and have a say ¡n the dec¡s¡ons that aft&t our
everyday lives."

During ü|e proceed¡ngs ¡n the Court the Comc¡l argued üat the docunFnt asked for had already betr puH¡shed by
SialeMtch, a docunEnbüon centre and c¡ül right \ €bmog based in London.

The Council cla¡nÉd hat publ¡caüon b!, Stad\¡€tch had frightened rrEnber states to sück to heir pos¡t¡ons in fear of
pres$¡re from he public opinion.
that argurEnt r €s rei:cted by he Court:
'By ¡ts nature, a f1c.0c6,al ¡s &sigfled fo óe d,scussed, whetl€r it be anonymous or not, not to remain uncharyBd
foilowing that d¡scussion if the ¡dentity of ¡ts autlpr ¡s known. Public op¡nion ¡s peúectly caque of unde¡standing
that the author of a prcpsal is likely to amend ifs confent s{rósequerf/y "
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