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EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini made a €75,000 trip to Baku in Azerbaijan | Thierry
Roge/AFP via Getty Images

Commissioners spent half a million on travel
in two months
Chartered plane rides make up a large chunk of the costs.
By LAURENS CERULUS | 8/9/17, 6:00 AM CET | Updated 8/9/17, 2:53 PM CET

A visit to Baku, Azerbaijan costing €75,000 was the most expensive trip made by
a European commissioner in the first two months of 2016, according to travel
expenses scrutinized by Belgian magazine Knack and published Wednesday.

In those two months, commissioners spent close to €500,000 on 261 official
trips, Knack’s analysis shows. The costs of accommodation and transport were
generally modest: The most expensive overnight stay, in the Ethiopian capital
Addis Ababa, cost €629.

Costs rose when commissioners used
chartered planes — as happened when
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini
made the €75,000 trip to Baku. The
Commission said such “air taxis” can be
used if no commercial flights are
available that fit a commissioner’s
schedule.

Other expensive trips include European
Commission President Jean-Claude

Juncker’s two-day visit to Rome in February 2016, which cost €27,000, and a trip
to a series of countries, including Somalia and Turkey, by Christos Stylianides,
the commissioner for humanitarian aid, for a total of €11,000.

These are the first expenses of this kind and scale to be made public and the
Commission tried to stop them being disclosed. The documents on travel
expenses were requested by Spanish transparency NGO Access Info, but the
NGO spent three years tussling with the European Commission over which and
how many documents it could look at. It is still pushing to get reports for other
time periods.

“We just ask basic information about how the Commission is using public funds.
Any taxpayer has the right to know how his money is spent,” Helen Darbishire,
director of Access Info Europe, told Knack.
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Home alone at the Commission
FLORIAN EDER

According to the Commission, making public the travel expenses for the rest of
2016 would create an “excessive administrative burden” and the EU institution is
already “one of the most controlled organizations in the world,” having to submit
its spending to the European Parliament and European Court of Auditors.

Günther Oettinger, now the budget commissioner, was last year criticized for
taking a private plane to Budapest at the invitation of Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orbán. The plane was owned by Klaus Mangold, a pro-Russia German
businessman and lobbyist.

Commission deputy spokeswoman Mina Andreeva said Wednesday that the
Juncker trip to Rome involved an air-taxi as the Commission president travelled
with nine other people and no commercial flights were suitable.

COMMIION MIION, Y TH NUMR
In a two-month period (Januar and Feruar) in 2016, the 28 uropean Commissioners
took 261 missions, costing nearl €500,000. Here's how those trips reak down.

WHO PNT TH MOT?
How man missions commissioners went on, and what the spent on them, in the given
time period.
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WHO TOOK TH MOT MIION?
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EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini made a €75,000 trip to Baku in Azerbaijan | Thierry
Roge/AFP via Getty Images

Commissioners spent half a million on travel
in two months
Chartered plane rides make up a large chunk of the costs.
By LAURENS CERULUS | 8/9/17, 6:00 AM CET | Updated 8/9/17, 2:53 PM CET

A visit to Baku, Azerbaijan costing €75,000 was the most expensive trip made by
a European commissioner in the first two months of 2016, according to travel
expenses scrutinized by Belgian magazine Knack and published Wednesday.

In those two months, commissioners spent close to €500,000 on 261 official
trips, Knack’s analysis shows. The costs of accommodation and transport were
generally modest: The most expensive overnight stay, in the Ethiopian capital
Addis Ababa, cost €629.

Costs rose when commissioners used
chartered planes — as happened when
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini
made the €75,000 trip to Baku. The
Commission said such “air taxis” can be
used if no commercial flights are
available that fit a commissioner’s
schedule.

Other expensive trips include European
Commission President Jean-Claude

Juncker’s two-day visit to Rome in February 2016, which cost €27,000, and a trip
to a series of countries, including Somalia and Turkey, by Christos Stylianides,
the commissioner for humanitarian aid, for a total of €11,000.

These are the first expenses of this kind and scale to be made public and the
Commission tried to stop them being disclosed. The documents on travel
expenses were requested by Spanish transparency NGO Access Info, but the
NGO spent three years tussling with the European Commission over which and
how many documents it could look at. It is still pushing to get reports for other
time periods.

“We just ask basic information about how the Commission is using public funds.
Any taxpayer has the right to know how his money is spent,” Helen Darbishire,
director of Access Info Europe, told Knack.
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According to the Commission, making public the travel expenses for the rest of
2016 would create an “excessive administrative burden” and the EU institution is
already “one of the most controlled organizations in the world,” having to submit
its spending to the European Parliament and European Court of Auditors.

Günther Oettinger, now the budget commissioner, was last year criticized for
taking a private plane to Budapest at the invitation of Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orbán. The plane was owned by Klaus Mangold, a pro-Russia German
businessman and lobbyist.

Commission deputy spokeswoman Mina Andreeva said Wednesday that the
Juncker trip to Rome involved an air-taxi as the Commission president travelled
with nine other people and no commercial flights were suitable.

COMMIION MIION, Y TH NUMR
In a two-month period (Januar and Feruar) in 2016, the 28 uropean Commissioners
took 261 missions, costing nearl €500,000. Here's how those trips reak down.

WHO PNT TH MOT?
How man missions commissioners went on, and what the spent on them, in the given
time period.
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EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini made a €75,000 trip to Baku in Azerbaijan | Thierry
Roge/AFP via Getty Images

Commissioners spent half a million on travel
in two months
Chartered plane rides make up a large chunk of the costs.
By LAURENS CERULUS | 8/9/17, 6:00 AM CET | Updated 8/9/17, 2:53 PM CET

A visit to Baku, Azerbaijan costing €75,000 was the most expensive trip made by
a European commissioner in the first two months of 2016, according to travel
expenses scrutinized by Belgian magazine Knack and published Wednesday.

In those two months, commissioners spent close to €500,000 on 261 official
trips, Knack’s analysis shows. The costs of accommodation and transport were
generally modest: The most expensive overnight stay, in the Ethiopian capital
Addis Ababa, cost €629.

Costs rose when commissioners used
chartered planes — as happened when
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini
made the €75,000 trip to Baku. The
Commission said such “air taxis” can be
used if no commercial flights are
available that fit a commissioner’s
schedule.

Other expensive trips include European
Commission President Jean-Claude

Juncker’s two-day visit to Rome in February 2016, which cost €27,000, and a trip
to a series of countries, including Somalia and Turkey, by Christos Stylianides,
the commissioner for humanitarian aid, for a total of €11,000.

These are the first expenses of this kind and scale to be made public and the
Commission tried to stop them being disclosed. The documents on travel
expenses were requested by Spanish transparency NGO Access Info, but the
NGO spent three years tussling with the European Commission over which and
how many documents it could look at. It is still pushing to get reports for other
time periods.

“We just ask basic information about how the Commission is using public funds.
Any taxpayer has the right to know how his money is spent,” Helen Darbishire,
director of Access Info Europe, told Knack.
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According to the Commission, making public the travel expenses for the rest of
2016 would create an “excessive administrative burden” and the EU institution is
already “one of the most controlled organizations in the world,” having to submit
its spending to the European Parliament and European Court of Auditors.

Günther Oettinger, now the budget commissioner, was last year criticized for
taking a private plane to Budapest at the invitation of Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orbán. The plane was owned by Klaus Mangold, a pro-Russia German
businessman and lobbyist.

Commission deputy spokeswoman Mina Andreeva said Wednesday that the
Juncker trip to Rome involved an air-taxi as the Commission president travelled
with nine other people and no commercial flights were suitable.

COMMIION MIION, Y TH NUMR
In a two-month period (Januar and Feruar) in 2016, the 28 uropean Commissioners
took 261 missions, costing nearl €500,000. Here's how those trips reak down.
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How man missions commissioners went on, and what the spent on them, in the given
time period.

0

10K

20K

30K

40K

50K

60K

70K

80K

90K

0

2

3

5

7

8

10

12

13

15

Ma
ria
nn
e T
h
ss
en

Kr
ist
ali
na
 G
eo
rg
iev
a

Ka
rm
en
u V
ell
a

Ce
cil
ia 
Ma
lm
str
öm

Ma
roš
Še
fčo
vič

V
ten
is 
An
dr
iuk
ait
is

Vi
ole
ta 
u
lc

Fr
an
s T
im
me
rm
an
s

Di
mi
tris
 A
vra

Jo
ha
nn
es
 H
ah
n

Va
ldi
s D
om
r
ov
sk
is

An
dr
us
 A
ns
ip

Pie
rre
 M
os
co
vic
i

Ti
or
 N
av
rac
sic
s

To
ta
l c
os
t (
in
 e
ur
os
)

N
um

e
r o
f m

is
si
on
s

Total cost (in euros) Numer of missions

WHO PNT TH MOT NIGHT
AROAD?

WHO TOOK TH MOT MIION?

Günther
Oettinger

Johannes Hahn

Christos
tlianides

Dimitris
Avramopoulos

Pierre Moscovici

Average

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

35

32

31

25

24

17

Marianne
Thssen

Karmenu Vella

Kristalina
Georgieva

Christos
tlianides

Günther
Oettinger

Average

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

16

13

13

13

13

10

AVRAG COT

€1,886 €17,580
Per mission Per commissioner

OURC: Knack

hare

Authors:
Laurens Cerulus

Related stories on these topics:

MOST READ ARTICLES

POLITICO NEWSLETTERS

Sign up for other POLITICO newsletters

RELATED CONTENT

Bombardier: Theresa May’s free-
trade reality check
Beneath the show of solidarity with Trump,
the UK finds Washington is out to protect
its own.

The UK’s Brexit hostage
The EU is about to embark on the
‘nightmarish’ task of setting its next long-
term budget.

Theresa May’s tricky numbers game
The UK needs to make a financial offer to
appease Brussels, but doesn’t want to
alienate the Brexiteers.

Boris Johnson’s £350M smokescreen
Foreign secretary used the sound and fury
around his Brexit intervention to hide two
important concessions.

In Hungary, big trouble over little
train
EU lawmakers on fact-finding mission to
Hungary accused of meddling in domestic
affairs.

JOBS

Community manager at Tipik
Communication Agency (Brussels,
Belgium)

EU Trade and WTO Lawyer at Hogan
Lovells (Brussels, Belgium)

Director (Grade AD14) reserved for
Croatian nationals, Directorate-
General for Employment, Social
Affairs and Inclusion (DG EMPL) at
European Commission (Brussels,
Belgium)

Director (Grade AD14) reserved for
Croatian nationals, Directorate-
General for Justice and Consumers
(DG JUST) at European Commission
(Brussels, Belgium)

Director at European Union Agency
for the Cooperation of Energy
Regulators (ACER) (Ljubljana,
Slovenia)

All job postings | Careers at POLITICO

1k+
SHARES

1k+ Shares Twitter 85 Shares Email Comment Print

ADVERTISING

inRead invented by Teads

Airplanes Budget Transparency Azerbaijan Christos Stylianides

Federica Mogherini Jean-Claude Juncker

VIEW VIEW COMMENTSCOMMENTS

How to break a revolution1

Bombardier: Theresa May’s free-
trade reality check

2

Catalonia referendum: How did
we get here?

3

Let’s talk about the EU’s future
(just not yet)

4

How Macron’s EU vision stacks
up to reality

5



Brussels Playbook
Ryan Heath's must-read
briefing on what's driving
the day in Brussels.

London Playbook
London gets a Playbook.
Politics and policymaking in
the UK capital, written by
Jack Blanchard.





Brussels

Commission

Parliament

Council

The Continent

Brexit

Foreign Affairs

Home Affairs

Politics

Policy

Agriculture & Food

Economics

Energy &
Environment

Financial Services

Health Care

Technology

Trade

Transport

Forum

Opinion

Features

Letters to the Editor

Blogs

Playbook Plus

On Media

Multimedia

Video

Podcasts

Newsletters

Brussels Playbook

Morgen Europa

London Playbook

Brexit Files

Brussels Influence

Sunday Crunch

Global Policy Lab

Special Reports

POLITICO Pro

Pro Home Page

Why go Pro?

Events

Future Events

Previous Events

EU Studies Fair

Subscriptions

Print Edition

More Info

About Us

Advertising

Cookies Info

Contact Us

FAQ

Jobs

Careers at
POLITICO

© 2017 POLITICO SPRL Terms of Service | Privacy Policy

http://www.politico.eu/author/laurens-cerulus/
http://jobs.politico.eu
http://jobs.politico.eu/jobs/2641008-community-manager-at-tipik-communication-agency
http://jobs.politico.eu/jobs/2592108-eu-trade-and-wto-lawyer-at-hogan-lovells
http://jobs.politico.eu/jobs/2550962-director-grade-ad14-reserved-for-croatian-nationals-directorate-general-for-employment-social-affairs-and-inclusion-dg-empl-at-european-commission
http://jobs.politico.eu/jobs/2550960-director-grade-ad14-reserved-for-croatian-nationals-directorate-general-for-justice-and-consumers-dg-just-at-european-commission
http://jobs.politico.eu/jobs/2532899-director-at-european-union-agency-for-the-cooperation-of-energy-regulators-acer
http://jobs.politico.eu
http://jobs.politico.eu/categories/13933-politico




 Brussels Brexit Policy Newsletters PRO 
5050

   Europe Edition

LATEST: White House launches probe of private email accounts

About Cookies: POLITICO uses cookies to personalize and improve your reader experience. By using our website or by closing this
message box, you agree to our use of cookies as described in our cookie policy.

White House
launches probe of
private email
accounts

Sweden’s literati
wrestle with the far
right

Opposition envious
as economy smiles
on Portugal’s Costa

Theresa May: UK
wants ‘bold, new’
security pact with EU
post Brexit

Michel Barnier’s
€47,000 Brexit bill

Far-right German
MEP Pretzell to keep
seat despite leaving
AfD

     

EU foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini made a €75,000 trip to Baku in Azerbaijan | Thierry
Roge/AFP via Getty Images

Commissioners spent half a million on travel
in two months
Chartered plane rides make up a large chunk of the costs.
By LAURENS CERULUS | 8/9/17, 6:00 AM CET | Updated 8/9/17, 2:53 PM CET

A visit to Baku, Azerbaijan costing €75,000 was the most expensive trip made by
a European commissioner in the first two months of 2016, according to travel
expenses scrutinized by Belgian magazine Knack and published Wednesday.

In those two months, commissioners spent close to €500,000 on 261 official
trips, Knack’s analysis shows. The costs of accommodation and transport were
generally modest: The most expensive overnight stay, in the Ethiopian capital
Addis Ababa, cost €629.

Costs rose when commissioners used
chartered planes — as happened when
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini
made the €75,000 trip to Baku. The
Commission said such “air taxis” can be
used if no commercial flights are
available that fit a commissioner’s
schedule.

Other expensive trips include European
Commission President Jean-Claude

Juncker’s two-day visit to Rome in February 2016, which cost €27,000, and a trip
to a series of countries, including Somalia and Turkey, by Christos Stylianides,
the commissioner for humanitarian aid, for a total of €11,000.

These are the first expenses of this kind and scale to be made public and the
Commission tried to stop them being disclosed. The documents on travel
expenses were requested by Spanish transparency NGO Access Info, but the
NGO spent three years tussling with the European Commission over which and
how many documents it could look at. It is still pushing to get reports for other
time periods.

“We just ask basic information about how the Commission is using public funds.
Any taxpayer has the right to know how his money is spent,” Helen Darbishire,
director of Access Info Europe, told Knack.

ALSO ON POLITICO

Home alone at the Commission
FLORIAN EDER

According to the Commission, making public the travel expenses for the rest of
2016 would create an “excessive administrative burden” and the EU institution is
already “one of the most controlled organizations in the world,” having to submit
its spending to the European Parliament and European Court of Auditors.

Günther Oettinger, now the budget commissioner, was last year criticized for
taking a private plane to Budapest at the invitation of Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orbán. The plane was owned by Klaus Mangold, a pro-Russia German
businessman and lobbyist.

Commission deputy spokeswoman Mina Andreeva said Wednesday that the
Juncker trip to Rome involved an air-taxi as the Commission president travelled
with nine other people and no commercial flights were suitable.
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