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‘€75,000 on one trip:’ Top EU officials under fire
after info request reveals travel costs
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The High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy for the EU Federica Mogherini arrives
at the EU Council headquarters ahead of a European Council meeting, Brussels, Belgium. © Leon
Neal / Getty Images

EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini

are in the center of a controversy for spending many thousands of euros on private charters as

part of official missions, an information inquiry reveals.

The documents obtained via an information request

filed by Access Info Europe, a human rights group

based in Spain, shed light on the tremendous travel

expenses claimed by the EU officials in the first two

months of 2016.

Although Access Info filed the request three years ago,

the EU commission was reluctant to disclose its

financial details, at first releasing heavily redacted

documents covering several months, Helen Darbishire,

the group’s director, said, as cited by the Guardian.

The documents published Tuesday by Belgian

magazine Knack, which supports the NGO in its years-long battle with EU bureaucrats, show that

in the course of two months the EU commissioners spent almost half a million euro (€492,249) on

travel-related costs. While the sum includes travel expenses by all 28 Euro commissioners, the

costs incurred by two top EU officials stood out. 

READ MORE: EU’s €1.2bn funds to NGOs lack transparency, support questionable groups

– MEP warns

One of the most striking revelations is the amount of money spent by Mogherini and her entourage

to fly over to Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku, for a summit late February. The overall mission costs’ that

included a private charter exceeded €75,000 the documents revealed. In total, she claimed

€96,091 in travel expenses during the two-month period scrutinized in the report.

Juncker also opted to lease a charter plane for himself and an accompanying delegation of eight

people flying to Rome last February to meet with senior Italian officials. The visit, that lasted for

only a day, cost Euro taxpayers a whopping €26,351.

Defending the extravagant way of travel by the top Eurocrats, EU Commission deputy spokesman

Mina Andreeva said that in case of Juncker the expenses were justified as there was “no viable

commercial plane available that would fit the president’s agenda.” Dismissing the notion that EU

officials indulge in luxury travelling by private charters, Andreeva pointed that commissioners are

immersed in “hard work” like “reading documents with your files and marking them” while in the air.

Worth noting, that apart from a trip to Rome, that has

drawn media attention due to its out-of-the-ordinary

cost, Juncker was far less spendthrift in his other five

trips in those two months, having spent €31,940 in

total.

Meanwhile, the report prompted the avid Brexiteer,

former UKIP leader Nigel Farage, to launch an attack

on the EU, while calling Juncker’s conduct

“outrageous.”

“I suppose these junket expenses are all part of the

make-believe 'Brexit bill' which these Commissioners

have plucked out of thin air and are trying to extort from

our government,” Farage said, as cited by the Daily Express.

Access Info said they would continue to push for more transparency from the EU Commission,

predicting that the revelations could be just “the tip of the iceberg” and mulling legal action if the EU

refuses to disclose its expenses in full.

Late July, Frans Timmermans, the EU Commission Vice President, told the group that it would be

too heavy a burden for the European Commission to publish all the data on travel expenses

proactively, saying that the costs of its processing “would be disproportionate.”
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‘€75,000 on one trip:’ Top EU officials under fire
after info request reveals travel costs
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The High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy for the EU Federica Mogherini arrives
at the EU Council headquarters ahead of a European Council meeting, Brussels, Belgium. © Leon
Neal / Getty Images

EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini

are in the center of a controversy for spending many thousands of euros on private charters as

part of official missions, an information inquiry reveals.

The documents obtained via an information request

filed by Access Info Europe, a human rights group

based in Spain, shed light on the tremendous travel

expenses claimed by the EU officials in the first two

months of 2016.

Although Access Info filed the request three years ago,

the EU commission was reluctant to disclose its

financial details, at first releasing heavily redacted

documents covering several months, Helen Darbishire,

the group’s director, said, as cited by the Guardian.

The documents published Tuesday by Belgian

magazine Knack, which supports the NGO in its years-long battle with EU bureaucrats, show that

in the course of two months the EU commissioners spent almost half a million euro (€492,249) on

travel-related costs. While the sum includes travel expenses by all 28 Euro commissioners, the

costs incurred by two top EU officials stood out. 

READ MORE: EU’s €1.2bn funds to NGOs lack transparency, support questionable groups

– MEP warns

One of the most striking revelations is the amount of money spent by Mogherini and her entourage

to fly over to Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku, for a summit late February. The overall mission costs’ that

included a private charter exceeded €75,000 the documents revealed. In total, she claimed

€96,091 in travel expenses during the two-month period scrutinized in the report.

Juncker also opted to lease a charter plane for himself and an accompanying delegation of eight

people flying to Rome last February to meet with senior Italian officials. The visit, that lasted for

only a day, cost Euro taxpayers a whopping €26,351.

Defending the extravagant way of travel by the top Eurocrats, EU Commission deputy spokesman

Mina Andreeva said that in case of Juncker the expenses were justified as there was “no viable

commercial plane available that would fit the president’s agenda.” Dismissing the notion that EU

officials indulge in luxury travelling by private charters, Andreeva pointed that commissioners are

immersed in “hard work” like “reading documents with your files and marking them” while in the air.

Worth noting, that apart from a trip to Rome, that has

drawn media attention due to its out-of-the-ordinary

cost, Juncker was far less spendthrift in his other five

trips in those two months, having spent €31,940 in

total.

Meanwhile, the report prompted the avid Brexiteer,

former UKIP leader Nigel Farage, to launch an attack

on the EU, while calling Juncker’s conduct

“outrageous.”

“I suppose these junket expenses are all part of the

make-believe 'Brexit bill' which these Commissioners

have plucked out of thin air and are trying to extort from

our government,” Farage said, as cited by the Daily Express.

Access Info said they would continue to push for more transparency from the EU Commission,

predicting that the revelations could be just “the tip of the iceberg” and mulling legal action if the EU

refuses to disclose its expenses in full.

Late July, Frans Timmermans, the EU Commission Vice President, told the group that it would be

too heavy a burden for the European Commission to publish all the data on travel expenses

proactively, saying that the costs of its processing “would be disproportionate.”
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after info request reveals travel costs
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The High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy for the EU Federica Mogherini arrives
at the EU Council headquarters ahead of a European Council meeting, Brussels, Belgium. © Leon
Neal / Getty Images

EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini

are in the center of a controversy for spending many thousands of euros on private charters as

part of official missions, an information inquiry reveals.

The documents obtained via an information request

filed by Access Info Europe, a human rights group

based in Spain, shed light on the tremendous travel

expenses claimed by the EU officials in the first two

months of 2016.

Although Access Info filed the request three years ago,

the EU commission was reluctant to disclose its

financial details, at first releasing heavily redacted

documents covering several months, Helen Darbishire,

the group’s director, said, as cited by the Guardian.

The documents published Tuesday by Belgian

magazine Knack, which supports the NGO in its years-long battle with EU bureaucrats, show that

in the course of two months the EU commissioners spent almost half a million euro (€492,249) on

travel-related costs. While the sum includes travel expenses by all 28 Euro commissioners, the

costs incurred by two top EU officials stood out. 

READ MORE: EU’s €1.2bn funds to NGOs lack transparency, support questionable groups

– MEP warns

One of the most striking revelations is the amount of money spent by Mogherini and her entourage

to fly over to Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku, for a summit late February. The overall mission costs’ that

included a private charter exceeded €75,000 the documents revealed. In total, she claimed

€96,091 in travel expenses during the two-month period scrutinized in the report.

Juncker also opted to lease a charter plane for himself and an accompanying delegation of eight

people flying to Rome last February to meet with senior Italian officials. The visit, that lasted for

only a day, cost Euro taxpayers a whopping €26,351.

Defending the extravagant way of travel by the top Eurocrats, EU Commission deputy spokesman

Mina Andreeva said that in case of Juncker the expenses were justified as there was “no viable

commercial plane available that would fit the president’s agenda.” Dismissing the notion that EU

officials indulge in luxury travelling by private charters, Andreeva pointed that commissioners are

immersed in “hard work” like “reading documents with your files and marking them” while in the air.

Worth noting, that apart from a trip to Rome, that has

drawn media attention due to its out-of-the-ordinary

cost, Juncker was far less spendthrift in his other five

trips in those two months, having spent €31,940 in

total.

Meanwhile, the report prompted the avid Brexiteer,

former UKIP leader Nigel Farage, to launch an attack

on the EU, while calling Juncker’s conduct

“outrageous.”

“I suppose these junket expenses are all part of the

make-believe 'Brexit bill' which these Commissioners

have plucked out of thin air and are trying to extort from

our government,” Farage said, as cited by the Daily Express.

Access Info said they would continue to push for more transparency from the EU Commission,

predicting that the revelations could be just “the tip of the iceberg” and mulling legal action if the EU

refuses to disclose its expenses in full.

Late July, Frans Timmermans, the EU Commission Vice President, told the group that it would be

too heavy a burden for the European Commission to publish all the data on travel expenses

proactively, saying that the costs of its processing “would be disproportionate.”

Where to watchWhere to watch ScheduleSchedule

by Taboola

Home / World News /

Get short URL

2K

Read more

Eurosceptic Union: 6 key reasons

why so many have gripe with EU

Read more

Queen’s taxpayer-funded income

doubles to £82mn, up 167% since

2012

More From the Web Sponsored Links

PPI Checker

Did You Take Out a Mortgage
Between 1988 ­ 2011?

Top 10 UK Online Dating Sites

6 Online Dating Sites with
Free Sign­Up that Really
Work Smart Money Lifestyles by Debt

Advisors

New Debt Write Off Trick
Storms The UK

More From RT.com

Woman pulls up skirt in
crowded station calling to
criminalize ‘upskirting’
(VIDEO)

Gang of 30 angry hippos
attacks croc in Tanzania
(VIDEO)

Chilling CCTV VIDEO
captures man pushing
woman on rail track in cold
blood

Popular In the Community

SirLeo

2d

The petro-yuan is
reality. It will be…
accepted worldwide

BlueFlask

56m

Pilots seemed to have
ample amounts of…
oxygen to breath.

PUTIN’S REVENGE MAY
SEE PETRO-YUAN…

RUSSIA SHOWCASES SU-
30SM FIGHTER JET IN…

England Residents: We Suggest You To Carry This
At All Times

Conversation  (190)

Sort by Best Log In

SHOW MORE COMMENTS

Add a comment...

·

Reply · Share · 125 Likes

Helel ben Shaha Leader

We have suspected this for a long time. Now we have proof. 
The EU is a scam and it's expenses are very FAR from transparent. This is what you
get with unelected, self monitoring bureaucracies.

Helel ben Shaha ·

Reply · Share · 33 Likes

Rose

Yep you right

Rose ·

Reply · Share · 7 Likes

This is a shame and those responsible should be punished. But the EU
brought prosperity and peace in Europe. After the Brexit the UK has the
smallest economic growth of Europe.

·

Reply · Share · 8 Likes

EU brought the longest period of peace amongst its members
ever. Only weeks after Brexit and Spain and UK were threatening
each other over Gibraltar.

·

Reply · Share · 59 Likes

Rose

The world is one big scam

Rose ·

Reply · Share · 40 Likes

Helel ben Shaha Leader

Thank the globalist and their cultural­Marxist minions for that!

Helel ben Shaha ·

Reply · Share · 51 Likes

Rose

Globalisation is the poison of the earth organized by the elite

Rose ·

Reply · Share · 15 Likes

Helel ben Shaha Leader

Yep. Sure is.

·

Reply · Share · 48 Likes

Bigger blue bal

They complained about yanks pulling out of the Paris environment deal, as they fly
around in private jets...ffs

Bigger blue bal ·

Reply · Share · 35 Likes

Rose

Global warming is a big lie by scientist who let themselves pay to falsified there
investigation.

Rose ·

Reply · Share · 2 Likes

Donald

Try telling that to the polar bears etc and the ice sheets that are breaking
away.

Donald ·

Reply · Share

Laughing

Such a laughable statement, you can't even think.

Terms · Privacy Add Spot.IM to your site ·

Your nickname...

Show 43 more replies

Show 6 more replies

Show 7 more replies

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

·

Recommended Promoted Links

Reassured

People Born Between 1953 & 1985 Need to
Know this Simple Life Insurance Trick

Mad Max style? Ukrainian inventor turns
tractor into ‘apocalyptic’ APC (VIDEO,
PHOTO)

TotallyMoney

The Worst Kept Credit Card Secret

Snakes on a plate: Locals feast on python
after horror plantation attack (PHOTOS)

Babbel

You'll be speaking a new language in 3
weeks thanks to this app made in Germany

Iran sentences ‘Mossad spy’ to death over
assassinations of nuclear scientists

RSSR

© Autonomous Nonprofit Organization “TV-Novosti”, 2005–2017. All rights reserved.

s

s

https://www.rt.com/usa/408170-b-2-stealth-bomber-pacific-flight/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation
https://www.rt.com/op-edge/408006-china-oil-petro-yuan-russia/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation
https://www.rt.com/news/408183-su-30sm-jet-video/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation
https://www.rt.com/politics/408187-russia-will-destroy-isis-before/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation
https://www.rt.com/politics/407826-us-encourages-korean-crisis-russian/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation
https://www.rt.com/news/408167-google-apple-burger-emoji/?utm_source=spotim&utm_medium=spotim_recirculation


News

America

UK

Russian politics

Business

Sport

Op-Edge

More

Live

Where to watch

In vision

In motion

RT360

Shows

Schedule

Business projects

Legal disclaimer

Privacy policy

Feedback

About us

Vacancies

Contact info

On-Air Talent

RT NEWS APP

Android

iOS

Windows phone

Windows 8

ةيبرعلا

Español

Русский

Deutsch

Français

ИНОТВ

RTД

RUPTLY

Applications

Applicationsةيبرعلا ESP РУС DE FR ИНОТВ RTД RUPTLY RSSR

QUESTION MORE LIVELIVE

10:09 GMT, Oct 30, 2017

News America UK Russian politics Business Sport Op-Edge In vision In motion RT360 Shows More

by Taboola

‘€75,000 on one trip:’ Top EU officials under fire
after info request reveals travel costs
Published time: 10 Aug, 2017 04:45

Edited time: 10 Aug, 2017 09:20

The High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy for the EU Federica Mogherini arrives
at the EU Council headquarters ahead of a European Council meeting, Brussels, Belgium. © Leon
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EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini

are in the center of a controversy for spending many thousands of euros on private charters as

part of official missions, an information inquiry reveals.

The documents obtained via an information request

filed by Access Info Europe, a human rights group

based in Spain, shed light on the tremendous travel

expenses claimed by the EU officials in the first two

months of 2016.

Although Access Info filed the request three years ago,

the EU commission was reluctant to disclose its

financial details, at first releasing heavily redacted

documents covering several months, Helen Darbishire,

the group’s director, said, as cited by the Guardian.

The documents published Tuesday by Belgian

magazine Knack, which supports the NGO in its years-long battle with EU bureaucrats, show that

in the course of two months the EU commissioners spent almost half a million euro (€492,249) on

travel-related costs. While the sum includes travel expenses by all 28 Euro commissioners, the

costs incurred by two top EU officials stood out. 

READ MORE: EU’s €1.2bn funds to NGOs lack transparency, support questionable groups

– MEP warns

One of the most striking revelations is the amount of money spent by Mogherini and her entourage

to fly over to Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku, for a summit late February. The overall mission costs’ that

included a private charter exceeded €75,000 the documents revealed. In total, she claimed

€96,091 in travel expenses during the two-month period scrutinized in the report.

Juncker also opted to lease a charter plane for himself and an accompanying delegation of eight

people flying to Rome last February to meet with senior Italian officials. The visit, that lasted for

only a day, cost Euro taxpayers a whopping €26,351.

Defending the extravagant way of travel by the top Eurocrats, EU Commission deputy spokesman

Mina Andreeva said that in case of Juncker the expenses were justified as there was “no viable

commercial plane available that would fit the president’s agenda.” Dismissing the notion that EU

officials indulge in luxury travelling by private charters, Andreeva pointed that commissioners are

immersed in “hard work” like “reading documents with your files and marking them” while in the air.

Worth noting, that apart from a trip to Rome, that has

drawn media attention due to its out-of-the-ordinary

cost, Juncker was far less spendthrift in his other five

trips in those two months, having spent €31,940 in

total.

Meanwhile, the report prompted the avid Brexiteer,

former UKIP leader Nigel Farage, to launch an attack

on the EU, while calling Juncker’s conduct

“outrageous.”

“I suppose these junket expenses are all part of the

make-believe 'Brexit bill' which these Commissioners

have plucked out of thin air and are trying to extort from

our government,” Farage said, as cited by the Daily Express.

Access Info said they would continue to push for more transparency from the EU Commission,

predicting that the revelations could be just “the tip of the iceberg” and mulling legal action if the EU

refuses to disclose its expenses in full.

Late July, Frans Timmermans, the EU Commission Vice President, told the group that it would be

too heavy a burden for the European Commission to publish all the data on travel expenses

proactively, saying that the costs of its processing “would be disproportionate.”
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